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Advent and Birth of Jesus – This is a five-part series that looks and the Advent and Birth of 
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Message 01 | Series: The Advent and Birth of Jesus | Theme: God’s Plan for our Life 

Always Impacts Others for the Kingdom | Luke 1:5-25 | Speaker: Pastor Tom | Dec. 4, 2016  

 

     Good morning, and welcome, especially those who are listening on our Podcast. Today we 

begin a five-part series called “The Advent and Birth of Jesus” with our first message today 

called “God’s Plan for our Life Always Impacts Others” from Luke 1:5-25. The Gospel of Luke 

begins with the story surrounding the good news brought by the Angel Gabriel concerning the 

upcoming birth and life of John the Baptist, who would prepare the way for Messiah. It is a story 

that many of us familiar with, but today I believe the Lord is going to give us an extra measure of 

revelation into this story and how this story gives insight into the plan the Lord has for us on this 

earth…so I am very excited to bring you this message. And now a story from God’s word.  

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were 

upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 
7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he 

was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 

were praying outside.  
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 

12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to 

him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you 

a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will 

rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine 

or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the 

people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in 

the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient 

to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 

along in years.”  
19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 

speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak 

until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their 

proper time.”  
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21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in 

the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision 

in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.  
23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth 

became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” 

she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” A 

story from God’s word. 

Let’s begin today by walking through the text and begin to listen to the revelation the Lord is 

unfolding for us today. The first part of our text begins in verses 5-7 and as we begin to discover 

who our main characters are, which are Elizabeth and Zechariah. 5 In the time of Herod king of 

Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his 

wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were upright in the sight of God, 

observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. 7 But they had no children, 

because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  

What do we discover? We find out that Zechariah is a priest, he has a wife named Elizabeth and 

they are both upright before the Lord. Very briefly we find out they are people of godly character. 

We also find out that Elizabeth is barren and we know from the last verse in our text that this is a 

disgrace among her people. We begin to understand that Zechariah and Elizabeth have been going 

through a long trial…that of not having children, but during this trial they have remained faithful.  

Now this long-term trial is very important because “Trials help us to develop spiritual 

maturity for what God would like to do in our life.” Trials are part of the molding process. If 

you want to live an effective Christian life, then you can expect it to be full of trials. That is a 

normal Christian experience. James says that when these trials come our way, we should not allow 

them to get on top of us, or think of them as reason to doubt God’s goodness, but should consider 

them joy because God uses them to develop perseverance in us. “2Consider it pure joy, my brothers 

and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3becasue you know that the testing of your 

faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2-4.  

Perseverance is a key character trait for believers in Jesus. That means keep on regularly 

meeting with other believers, keep on reading your Bible daily, keep on spending time in prayer, 

and keep on trusting the Lord that he will see you through whatever trials might come your way.  

Trials in life change you, and trials in life prepare us for deeper experiences with the Lord. 

What was God preparing Zechariah and Elizabeth for? The birth of their son John, and he was 

going to be born at a time when Zechariah and Elizabeth knew it was the hand of God upon them 

because they were to old to have children.   

     Think for a moment of the trials you have experienced in life, and maybe you are enduring one 

right now. How did God use trials in your past to help you mature in the faith? Romans 8:28 says, 

“ And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. Note: According to his purpose.  
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      As we continue with our story in verses 8-10 we again gather some more context for the 

next part of our story. 8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest 

before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple 

of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the 

assembled worshipers were praying outside.  

As see in this context Zechariah is on duty as a priest inside the temple at the altar of incense, 

and God breaks in and reveals his plan, because the Lord’s plan. Know that the Lord’s plan for us 

begins with God. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the 

altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the 

angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 

will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, 

and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is 

never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from 

birth. 16 Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on 

before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children 

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord.”  

What have we learned about God’s plan for Zechariah? God’s plan for our lives always has 

spiritual elements in it because God’s plan for you always includes impacting others for the 

Kingdom of God. We see this with Zechariah, Elizabeth and their son John.  

• God is communicating God’s plan with Zechariah which includes answering his prayer 

for a child. Prayer is literally a dialog that we can have with Lord about what He is dong 

in our lives.  

• Sometimes God breaks into our life when we are not seeking Him because he is 

sovereign. But as we seek him the Lord always communicates to us, and helps us carry 

out his plan for our lives in a supernatural way. He does this through his word…His 

word is living and active Hebrews 4:12, by the work of the Holy Spirit, through prayer, 

and through angels. 14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 

inherit salvation? Hebrews 1:14. We see God communicating his plan to Zechariah 

through the angel Gabriel.  

• God’s plan for you began in eternity. We see in our story John who is not even conceived 

yet and God is revealing his plan of what is life is going to be about. The same is for 

us…isn’t that exciting.  Psalm 139:15-16 My frame was not hidden from you when I 

was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 

your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your 

book before one of them came to be.  

          How is God’s plan for Zechariah going to impact others? For the parents they are going to 

raise John the Baptist to be a man of God…and that is going to have a deep impact on him. John’s 
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plan for his life is going to impact thousands of people as he prepares them for the coming of the 

Lord.  

     How do I discover God’s plan for my life?  Colossians 3:1-2 Since, then, you have been 

raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. Matthew 6:33  But seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  Psalm 119:105 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. I believe this is what we see in the text for 

Zechariah and Elizabeth…but God’s plan did unfold overnight…it took time…it took prayer…it 

took faithfulness and the same for you and I and also for this church. Somehow we think God’s 

plan for our lives will drop out of the sky…where we do nothing. This could not be further from 

the truth…that is why the Lord calls us to be persistent in our prayers. Romans 12:2 Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

    As we look at the last part of our story we see Zechariah questions the angel Gabriel…How can 

I be sure of this because my wife and I are old. I want you to think of this. I believe we all struggle 

with God’s plan to some degree and that is why this story is in the Scriptures. What do I do when 

I am overwhelmed or I doubt God’s plan? I think we need to begin with being honest with God 

and pouring your heart out to Him. Also, we need to remember when we struggle the best thing to 

do is pray go to God’s word for strength, wisdom and encouragement.  

     James 3:5-8 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without 

finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because 

he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think 

he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  

Ask the Lord to help you overcome your unbelief. Ref. Mark 9:24.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6in 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

     As we finish our story today we see that Zechariah goes back home and his wife Elizabeth 

becomes pregnant. As we are faithful to God his plan will unfold in its proper time. To God b 

the glory. Amen.  
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Message 02 | Series: The Advent and Birth of Jesus | Theme: God Involved Mary in His 

work, and He also wants to Involve You | Luke 1:26-38 | Speaker: Pastor Tom | Dec. 11, 

2016  

 

Good morning! Today we continue with our series of Christmas stories as we focus on the birth 

of Jesus being foretold with our theme, “God involved Mary in His work, and He also wants to 

involve you.” 

     To set our context of our story today we remember last week that the angel Gabriel visited 

Zachariah in the Temple indicating the Lord had heard his prayer and his wife Elizabeth would 

have a son and they were to name the child John. John would prepare people for the coming of 

the Messiah as it says in Luke 1:16, Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord 

their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to 

make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” The next time the angel Gabriel is mentioned in 

Luke is six months later where we pick up our story today.  

 26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 

with you.”  
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 

your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her 

sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.”  
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the 

angel left her.  

      In the first part of our story today the Lord sends his angel Gabriel to visit a virgin named 

Mary who is pledged to be married to Joseph a descendant of David. With precision timing the 

Lord intervenes in the life of Mary and Joseph. Galatians 4:4-5 But when the time had fully 

come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we 



Advent of Jesus Page 7 of 20 
 

might receive the full rights of sons. I like that verse…when the time had fully come…the 

fullness of time God would fulfill the prophecy of the coming of the Messiah.  

      But you may think…why Mary…what was special about her…for Mary was a sinner just 

like you and I. It says in 2 Chronicles 16:9 The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order 

to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. Think about that the eyes of the 

Lord are upon each of us and the Lord is looking for people whose hearts are committed to him. 

He is not looking for the rich, the powerful, the most educated…He is looking at your heart, and 

a heart that is committed to him. Is your heart committed to the Lord…and is it available? 

     The good news is the Lord wants to involve us in His work. He could have communicated 

to Mary himself…he did not need Gabriel and did not need the help of Mary…he could have 

done it a different way, but he chose to work through simple people like you and me. Where does 

the Lord want to involve you in His work? Maybe you have been reluctant, but the Holy Spirit 

has been working on your heart…maybe convicting you…maybe prodding you…maybe 

encouraging you. God knows what each of us needs because He wants to use you in a special 

way in the Kingdom of God. In the history of mankind there was only one Mary who gave birth 

to Jesus, but also in the history of the world there is only going to be one you…also…you are as 

unique in God’s creation. As I said earlier…where is your heart and are you available to be used 

by God?  

     In the next part of the story we learn that Mary is highly favored by the Lord. The angel 

Gabriel says to Mary in verse 30 that she has found favor with God. The word favor means to be 

or become a recipient of God’s goodwill, kindness or grace. Can you imagine being Mary and 

the angel Gabriel shows up and tells you that you have God’s favor. 

Did you know that you also have God’s favor? Think about that for a few seconds…You have 

God’s favor, and where does God’s favor start. Well for one it starts with God.  

• As a believer, the Lord has called you to faith…that is God’s favor or God’s grace.  

• The Lord has given each child of God a special calling unique to you. That is God’s 

favor. 

• God puts each step of His plan for our life in place as we are ready…and God’s knows 

when we are ready for the next step. That is God’s favor. 

• God’s plan for our life always stretches us and only with God’s help and guidance is it 

possible to be fulfilled. That is God’s favor.  

• I can repent of my sin and be forgiven. That is God’s favor.  

• Only I can stop God’s plan for my life because I have free will and can disobey. 

Sometimes by our own stubbornness I must go around the mountain again, or wander in 
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the desert, and God uses even these experiences of discipline for my good. That is God’s 

favor.  

• Some day as a believer we will go to heaven…1 Corinthians 2:9 says, “However, as it is 

written: "What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived" -- the things God has prepared for those who love him.” That is God’s favor.  

      Having God’s favor is a gift from the Lord that is hard to comprehend because it is so 

wonderful.  

       As Mary hears this greeting from the Angel that she is highly favored she is deeply troubled 

as what kind of greeting this maybe. The angel tells her to not be afraid and goes on to tell her 

that she will have a baby because the Holy Spirit will come upon her and the power of the most 

High will overshadow her. She learns the name of the baby will be Jesus and he will be great and 

will be the Son of the Most High. This is deep stuff for a young lady. Although she is troubled 

how does Mary overcome her fear? 

• The fear of rejection…what are others going to think…especially her parents and Joseph. 

• The fear of inadequacy…how can I handle this. 

How does Mary overcome her fears? 

• She has a desire to do God’s will…may it be done to me as you have said. 

• Willingness to pay the cost…I am the Lord’s servant. 

• The faith to trust God’s promises.  

     Being about God’s work is a wonderful blessing, but it is not easy and takes extreme 

dependency on the Lord. Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Matthew 16:24. What was Mary 

doing…she was taking up the cross…she was denying self…but when we do there is such a great 

reward.  

When we are serious about knowing, and doing the will of God there will be a cost to pick 

up the cross…the cost of following Jesus.  

     As we come to the last part of our story the Angel Gabriel says…referring to Mary’s cousin 

Elizabeth having a child in her old age…for nothing is impossible with God. This entire story that 

the angel is telling Mary seems beyond belief…including having a child by the Holy Spirit…for 

nothing is impossible with God. Today you may come with many thoughts of how can the Lord 

use me…or that His vison of what He wants me to do seems impossible. I think the Lord would 

like to tell us…for nothing is impossible with God.   

     As we think about nothing is impossible with God…let’s reflect on our main thoughts today.  

The good news is the Lord wants to involve you in His work. 

Having God’s favor is a gift from the Lord that is hard to comprehend because it is so wonderful. 

When we are serious about knowing, and doing the will of God there will be a cost to pick up the 

cross…the cost of following Jesus.  
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Message 03 | Series: The Advent and Birth of Jesus | Theme: God’s Mercy is a Miracle | 

Luke 1:57-66 | Speaker: Pastor Tom | Dec. 18, 2016  

 

Context: The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold / Luke 1:5-25 

   The birth of John the Baptist was foretold when the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah in the 

temple at the altar of incense and tells him his prayer had been heard and his wife would give birth 

to a son. This son would be named John and he would great in the sight of God. Many of the people 

of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit 

and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. Zachariah’s wife Elizabeth 

does become pregnant in her old age and now nine months later we pick up our story today as 

Elizabeth gives birth to this special child. And now a story from God’s word.  

Text: Luke 1:57-66 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors 

and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.  
59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after 

his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.”  
61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.”  

62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 He 

asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 

Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising 

God. 65 The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people 

were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What 

then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 

     As we look at the first part of our story Elizabeth has a baby boy and we know that this was a 

miracle. The angel Gabriel told Zachariah in the temple that your prayer has been heard and that 

his wife would bear him a son and they were to name him John. Six months later when the angel 

Gabriel visits Mary to tell her that she is going to give birth to the Saviour by the Holy Spirit the 

angel refers to Elizabeth having a child in her old age saying…For nothing is impossible with 

God. Ref. Luke 1:37.  

     Miracles are an amazing way God reveals Himself to us that He cares. Miracles remind 

us that God doesn’t depend on the elements of nature or man’s abilities to do the impossible. Just 
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at the right time and place God’s miracles come forth in his timing and purpose. “With man this 

is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

      Where has the Lord performed a miracle in your life, and what did the Lord teach you 

through that miracle? Was it like Zachariah and Elizabeth…having a child you thought was not 

possible, coming to faith, a restored marriage, a healing, an answered prayer, a time when the 

Lord saved your life, or saved you from great danger. When we stop, and think about all that the 

Lord has done in our lives they are filled with miracles…some we may not even be aware of.  

    As we continue in our story when Elizabeth first became pregnant she said, “the Lord has 

done this for me in these days; he has shown me his favor and taken away my disgrace among 

the people. Ref. Luke 1:25. It is important to remember that throughout these years of being 

barren she felt disgrace among the people. In the culture in which she lived there was a great deal 

of shame if you could not have a child. Now as we pick up the first two verses of our text it says, 

“When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. Luke 1:57-58.  

Note the Lord had shown her great mercy, which means to show compassion, to pity, or to show 

goodness. To experience the Lord’s mercy was a life changer for Elizabeth, which brought joy to 

her and her friends and relatives.   

It says in Titus 3:5-7  Jesus saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because 

of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom 

he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified 

by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. To be a person of faith 

means you have experienced the Lord’s mercy, and his mercy has changed your eternal 

destiny…that is mercy beyond our imagination.  

     When we experience the Lord’s mercy of faith it also changes us in the present. Hebrews 4:16 

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help us in our time of need. Isn’t that an amazing verse where we can approach the very 

throne of God with confidence and in doing so we receive the Lord’s mercy…his compassion, 

his goodness, and his grace. Not only can we receive the Lord’s mercy, but as the Lord changes 

us we begin to see people in a different way and can extend mercy, compassion, and forgiveness 

to others. Mercy changes our heart.  

     Elizabeth experienced God’s great mercy in her old age as she gives birth to John who will go 

on to be one of the greatest blessings the world has ever seen, and his very existence was born 

out of God’s mercy. In his mercy, the Lord would call John prepare people for the Lord. You see 

there is a direct relationship between God’s plan for us, and his mercy. 
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      As we turn to the last part of the story Zechariah is questioned what to name the child he asks 

for a writing tablet and to their astonishment he writes the word John the name the angel Gabriel 

gave him. Immediately it says his mouth was opened and tongue was loosed he began to praise 

God. As we examine the text there is a direct connection between obedience and blessings as 

Zachariah speech is restored after naming the child John. We see this over and over in scripture 

where we are blessed because we have obeyed God. John 15:14 says you are my friends if you 

do what I command.  It also says in John 14:23-24  Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will 

obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 

him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my 

own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  

     The last part of our text we want to examine today is the importance of praising God. Isn’t 

that what we see Zachariah doing after he can speak again after nine months of silence. The first 

thing he does when he opens his mouth is to praise the Lord. It says in 1 Chronicles 16:9-10 give 

thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 9 Sing to 

him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 10 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of 

those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

 

As we close let’s look at how praise changes our heart; how we see the Lord, and those 

around us.  

Praise changes the atmosphere. When you’re in a bad mood, begin praising God. You’ll be 

amazed at how the atmosphere changes. When Paul and Silas were in prison, they praised God 

and an earthquake freed them (Acts 16.25). 

Praise restores your understanding to the right order. When things go wrong, they take 

control. The broken water softener gets the upper hand. The prodigal son becomes your 

obsession. Our nation enacts laws that are ungodly. But God is still on the throne. Praise puts 

things in the right perspective. 

Praise reminds you of God’s presence in your life. In Psalm 22.1, David wrote, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” Had God really forsaken David? No, but that’s how David 

felt. If you’re walking with God, He won’t forsake you. Praise reminds you that God is near. 

Praise attracts God’s presence. When King Solomon dedicated the Temple to God, he offered 

sacrifices and praised God. God answered by sending fire from heaven. Then His Glory came (2 

Chronicles 7). Praise attracts God’s presence. He is drawn to where He is welcomed. 

Today as we close take time to remember you are a miracle from God just like the baby John.  
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God showed Elizabeth great mercy, and in God’s mercy, he died for you on the cross and has 

called you to faith. 

Obedience to the Lord blessed Zechariah by being able to speak and when we obey the Lord it 

shows we love him.  

Finally, when Zachariah praised God it brought glory to the Lord, and when we praise the Lord it 

changes the atmosphere beginning with your own heart 

To God be the glory…Amen.  
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04 | Series: The Advent and Birth of Jesus | The Birth of Jesus and our Journey with Him | 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 | Speaker: Pastor Tom | January 1, 2017 

 

Context: Luke1:26-38 

Merry Christmas! Today our text is the Christmas story…one we are very familiar with yet I 

believe today the Lord has something new for us because His word is living and active and there 

is always new things the Lord would like to share with us.  

What do you think about when you hear the phrase “going on a journey?” It sounds like you are 

going somewhere. For some that may remind them of some place they have been in the past. Others 

may think of hardship when they think of a journey, while others still may think of the word 

change…something happened on the journey. Yet all journeys have something in common…a 

beginning a middle and of course an end or a destination. Today the Lord would like to take us on 

a journey…back in time to the first Christmas with our theme “The Birth of Jesus and our Journey 

with Him” and what that means to us today.  

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 

you.”  
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will be 

with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 

your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her 

sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.”  
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the 

angel left her.  

The Birth of Jesus / Luke 2:1-20  

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And everyone went to his own town to register.  

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 

of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
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Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 

the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 

is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger.”  
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying,  
14 “Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 

child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. A 

story from God’s word. 

Are you ready to begin your journey? As we look at the first part of our story about Mary and 

Joseph we find them on a journey at a very critical time in their lives. Caesar Augustus issued a 

decree that required Mary and Joseph to journey to Bethlehem during a time where Mary is 

expecting a child. What would be going through your mind if you were this young couple. Why is 

this happening to me…you may think…why take this census now…you know we are going to 

have to travel quite a distance and what if I have the baby along the way? The Bible does not say 

anything about a conversation like this, but it does not seem to far from the reality of the situation. 

So, what can the Lord teach us along a journey that may not always be timely or pleasant…not 

realizing at the time all the good the Lord will bring through that journey.  

The first thing that comes to mind is I must depend on the Lord because I am out of my 

comfort zone. Psalm 18:2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, 

in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  

     Sometimes on our journey of life we may ask ourselves…Lord where are you…where was the 

Lord on this journey with Mary and Joseph? Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with 

you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
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with my righteous right hand.” The Lord indeed was with them on their journey watching over 

them, and when the baby came provided shelter for the baby Jesus to be born. 

     God uses the world in which we live to interact with us along our journey to help shape 

us to provide the context for our journey. How has the world around you helped to mold you 

along hour journey? The influence of a parent, a grandparent, a teacher, a time where the Lord 

really spoke to you through his word or during a time of worship, the death of a loved one, an 

illness, a marriage difficulty, having a child, getting married, a new job, a loss of a job. Just think 

this is just the tip of the iceberg of events along our journey that the Lord uses to shape us. 

    When I was in Junior high my dad’s father had a stroke, and could not talk or walk without 

assistance after that. During that time of illness which lasted over 10 years my grandfather became 

a real believer…one of his caretakers Mrs. Sierra led him to Jesus. I visited my grandfather 

hundreds of times where the Lord taught many things about older people becoming ill and working 

through great difficulties. You may think this was a negative thing…having a stroke and in many 

ways it was, but through that God brought great good. The Lord uses our circumstances to bring 

about His plan for our life and you can see that is what he did for Joseph and Mary. Yet you, 

LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. 

Psalm 64:8. 

     In the first part of our story we see our Lord is born in very humble surroundings…a lowly 

stable or a stable in a cave, because there was no room in the in. We will see next how the Lord 

uses that as we look at the angels who appeared and the shepherds who were in the fields nearby. 

The occupation of a shepherd in society was a low one. They were outcasts, not allowed in the city 

and not trusted by the public, for they had a reputation of being thieves. Luke gave this story about 

the shepherds for a reason Jesus would come; not to the proud and powerful, but to the outcasts, 

the humble, those considered last on the social lists. To these men God brought the first news of 

his Son’s arrival. In addition, in the scripture the Lord often uses shepherds to symbolize all who 

care for God’s people including himself.  

     These shepherds were not only the first to hear the good news of the Saviour, but it was 

announced by one of the Lord’s angels. Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those 

who will inherit salvation? Hebrews 1:14. Sometimes angels interact in our lives and we are not 

aware of it because they look and dress like us to carry out their mission from the Lord. Do not 

forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 

angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:2.  

      The Lord did not need to announce the birth of the Savior to the shepherds or anyone else, but 

he chose to do so because the Lord loves to break into our lives, and he loves to involve us in his 

work. Remember that Jesus was born in a lowly stable…if the shepherds were going to visit Mary 

and Joseph and baby Jesus where would they feel the most comfortable…going to a palace or a 

lowly stable? A humble stable of course. What does this tell us about God? Our Lord is humble, 

and he meets us where we are…in our humble surroundings as it says in John 1:14 The Word 
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(Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us. Also in Philippians 2:7 but Jesus made 

himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  

     As we turn to the last part of our story after the angels leave the shepherds go to Bethlehem and 

find Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus just as they had been told. By responding to the good news 

that the Savior was born in the town of David the shepherds were led directly to Jesus. Isn’t that 

the same for us…when we respond to the good news of Jesus it also takes us right to the 

Saviour…right to the cross.  

     Today you are here because you have responded to the good news of Jesus, but coming to Jesus 

is just the first step in our journey with Him. Along Mary’s journey she pondered all these things 

in her heart. Along the shepherds journey they glorified and praised God when they left the baby 

Jesus. The life of a believer is indeed a journey and our destination is heaven, but don’t lose 

sight of what the Lord has for you along the journey and who he leads you to have contact 

with...for every believer is an ambassador for God called by the Lord for his purpose.  
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 Message 05 | Series: The Advent and Birth of Jesus | Theme: Wise Hearts Still Seek Him 

| Matthew 2:1-2:12 | Speaker: Pastor Tom | Date: January 8, 2016 (Dec. 20, 2015) 

 

 Introduction: The story of the wise men visiting the Christ child is an intriguing one. These 

men began a long trip to Israel simply because a particular star was in the sky, alerting them to 

the birth of the king of the Jews. They traveled for several months finally meeting the Christ 

child in person. Along the way they meet the evil King Herod who does not want to worship 

Jesus, but to kill him. Yet in the midst of evil leaders God’s sovereign will is carried 

out…something to think about. A story from God’s word 

     Matthew 2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 3 When King Herod heard 

this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people's 

chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  

     5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 

will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" 7 Then Herod called the Magi 

secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report 

to me, so that I too may go and worship him." 

      9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east 

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

      12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 

tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 14 So he got up, took the child 

and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. 

And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son." 

       16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, 

in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the 

prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more." 

      19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 

said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
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trying to take the child's life are dead." 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went 

to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the 

district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 

said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene." 

 

1) God loves us so much that He reaches out to every person no matter how far away they 

are – God used the star to reach Gentile magician/astrologers in order to bring them to 

Christ. 

     The first we read of these wise men is when they arrive in Jerusalem, the Jewish capital. It 

says, “Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." The wise men 

were on a mission, to find the newborn king of the Jews and worship him. What is fascinating 

about these men, is what they have to teach us about God, that God makes every effort to reach 

every person no matter how far away they are from him.  

     Remember these wise men were likely Gentiles, and not Jews who had come seeking the king 

of the Jews. The Jews thought the promised Messiah was for the Jews, not the Gentiles. The 

Magi were magician / astrologers, which were practices God specifically forbidden for his 

people.  

     What this tells us is that God never abandons anyone. There is never anyone too far away. If 

God can reach Gentile astrologers, he is still working on people who we may think are too far 

gone. God never gives up on anyone and uses whatever means he can to help lead them to Christ. 

In this case God sent them a message using an astronomical event, a star, to signal to them that 

they needed to search for the child born as king of the Jews. Even though God said astrology is 

wrong, he still used the star to bring the wise men to Christ. God used a language they 

understood. God used the star as a way to bring the Magi to Christ.  

     As we think of the first part of our message I would like to ask the question…How did the 

Lord reach you? In addition who is he putting on your heart to reach out to? Who could you ask 

into your discipleship group? Ask yourself…why are we at Washington school? Notice the doors 

the Lord has opened for us…I believe we are here to love them to Jesus. Remember the sign the 

school put up for us “You Light up Washington School.” I believe those words are prophetic 

because Jesus is the Light of the World.  

        2) God wants us to diligently seek him…why…it changes our heart. 

     I think the second thing the Wise Men teach is that God wants us to diligently seek him 

because it changes our heart. By that I mean we must seek out a relationship with Christ, or God 

through Christ. The danger we fall into is thinking that by knowing about Jesus is enough. The 

truth is we can have all the knowledge of the Bible, and still miss what the Christian faith is all 

about. 

      The Wise Men with only partial information about a Jewish Messiah set off on a journey of 

faith to find the Christ, the king of the Jews, a journey which is estimated at 500-1000 miles. It 
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may have taken them 3 months perhaps even longer to get to Bethlehem. That journey cost them 

time, money, and it cost them their precious gifts. We know these Magi only had partial 

knowledge about the Bible and the Jewish Messiah because otherwise they would have known to 

look for the infant in Bethlehem, but they had faith, and made an effort to seek out the Christ 

child, which gives us insight into their heart. 

     On the other hand we see the religious community in Jerusalem. The people with a firm grasp 

on the Bible, people who lived out the letter of the law as written in Scripture. They did all of the 

ritual and followed all of the commandments. They knew about God from their Holy Scriptures. 

Yet, when the Wise Men show up, Herod and these religious leaders, were stunned to find out 

the Messiah had been born, in fact it says they were “disturbed,” or “troubled” upon hearing the 

news. Where was their heart? 

      Rather than be overjoyed at the news, the Messiah had come they are worried. Like in our 

world today Jesus awakens spiritual longings in some and brings fear and insecurity to others. 

You see it all has to do with your heart. Unlike the wise men who have traveled hundreds of 

miles to worship the Christ, the religious leaders couldn’t even travel six miles to seek out and 

worship the Christ. The religious leaders had knowledge of the Scriptures but they lacked the 

desire to understand and obey…it was a heart problem. Let me say that today we can do the 

same thing…that is be filled with information and miss a relationship with Jesus, but 

today…today God wants to awaken us to a deeper desire for Him.  

     God is seeking a relationship with us through his Son Jesus the Christ, and he wants us to 

seek him because it is the relationship that changes our heart. Jesus says in Matthew 7:7, “Seek 

and you shall find, knock and the door shall be opened.” In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.   

          3) True worship changes our heart – Wise men offered valuable gifts, what do we offer 

God? 

     God desires and we need to worship him. Once the wise men reached Jesus it says the first 

thing they did was worship, just like the shepherds who had already visited Jesus and worshipped 

by singing praises to God. It says of the Magi: 

     NIV Matthew 2:11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 

of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  They bowed down and worshipped...a condition of their 

heart. One way to worship was to bow low before another. It signaled ones submission to the 

other as having authority over them. Like Mary we must submit to the Lord in humble 

obedience.  

     They presented an offering, three gifts were presented to Jesus as a sign of worship. 

Remember to worship also means offering something. We worship when we give our offering, 

we worship by giving our time, we worship by offering ourselves to God. We worship by 

offering that which is valuable to us. The gifts which the Magi brought were very valuable, they 

were given at great cost to themselves. The Christ deserved a gift worthy of his kingship. The 

first is gold, a treasure deserving of a king. The second, frankincense was a fragrant scent offered 
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up to God during sacrificial worship, it could only be offered to God by a priest (Jesus is called 

our high priest in the Bible). Lastly, myrrh was used as an oil to prepare a body for burial. In fact 

myrrh was used to embalm Jesus when he died (it is interesting to wonder if it was the same 

myrrh he had receive from the wise men). It was a gift symbolizing the preservation of life after 

death. It was a gift for a savior who would die for us all.  

     Each of these gifts came at a significant cost to the bearers. Worship should cost us 

something.  What do we bring/offer Christ which is costly to us? What do we lay at his feet? 

     4) The heart of our relationship with Jesus is following Him – The wise men obeyed 

God’s direction by not returning to Herod. The journey to the Christ child and their reward of 

faith had taught them to remain open to God’s leading. A true disciple follows the voice of the 

shepherd.  

     There is never a point in our lives when we can say that we’ve arrived in the sense that we’ve 

got the Christian life all figured out. We need to seek him, we need to worship him, but these 

aren’t a one time event. We must continue to remain open to God’s leading. Scripture concludes 

by telling us about the Magi: NIV Matthew 2:12 And having been warned in a dream not to go 

back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.  

     Even though the wise men had found the Christ child and had worshipped him, they weren’t 

done. It wasn’t, “okay I did my duty, I’m glad that is over let’s get back to regular life.” Their 

seeking God didn’t end with meeting Christ. Their hearts continued to remain open to God. God 

gave them a message in a dream. They recognized this dream as a message from God and they 

obeyed. They didn’t go back to tell Herod, because little did they know Herod was making plans 

to try to kill this king of the Jews. 

     The point is clear for us. Just because we have sought Christ, and found him, doesn’t mean 

we are at the end of our journey. It is only the beginning. God wants us to be open to the leadings 

of his Holy Spirit. It may not be a dream, but God still speaks to us in other ways such as through 

Scripture, through prayer, to lead us away from danger and to stay focused on his plan. 

           Our heart is the key as the Lord wants up to follow his plan wherever it may lead us. In 

conclusion lets take a time of reflection…Lord what are you speaking to me today and what 

would you like me to do? Next take some time to pray and ask the Lord who would you like me 

to pray for that you want to use me to reach with the good news of Jesus. Write those name or 

names in your bulletin in the sermon outline. Remember God wants to involve us in His work.  

    The Lord is asking all of us…are you available to reach people for me? 
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